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Bitter Seeds
(88 minutes)

A film by Micha X. Peled
Opens October 5
Roxie Theater in San Francisco

Stills and info are available for download at: 

http://teddybearfilms.fatcow.com/2011/10/01/bitter-seeds-2/
BITTER SEEDS is a Teddy Bear Films release, runs for 88 minutes, is in English, and is not yet MPAA-rated.
Every 30 minutes a farmer in India kills himself because he can no longer provide for his family. BITTER SEEDS is a vivid, rich, and deep new documentary that takes us to an Indian village at the center of the suicide crisis to explore what’s behind the shocking statistics. 

18-year-old Manjusha Amberwar hopes to get her first article published in the local paper. Taking her first step as a journalist is not easy for an Indian village girl, whose family objects to her ambition. Manjusha wants to tell the world about the famers’ crisis all around her. Her father was one of the many Indian cotton famers who have committed suicide. Hoping to bring an end to this epidemic, she begins to investigate its root causes. The famers switched to genetically modified seeds produced by the U.S. based company, Monsanto. The seeds and their cultivation are not only more expensive, but they also require more water. Since most farmers are rain-dependent, they rarely benefit from the promised large harvest, and go bankrupt. Manjusha’s neighbor, Ram Krishna, is one of the farmers fighting to hold on to his small plot of land. BITTER SEEDS raises critical questions about the human cost of genetically modified agriculture and how we will grow things in the future.

BITTER SEEDS world premiered at the Telluride Film Festival last year. It has since gone on to win numerous awards including the Oxfam Global Justice Award, and the IDFA Green Competition Award and the Jury Award at the Seoul Green Film Festival (South Korea). It recently screened at SFIFF 2012. 

About the Director
BITTER SEEDS is the third film in Micha Peled’s globalization trilogy, following the award-winning STORE WARS: WHEN WALMART COMES TO TOWN and CHINA BLUE. Born and raised in Israel, his past films include WILL MY MOTHER GO BACK TO BERLIN?, INSIDE GOD’S BUNKER, and YOU, ME, JERUSALEM. Micha Peled’s films have won 18 international awards, aired on over 30 television channels, and screened in more than 100 film festivals. STORE WARS was awarded the Golden Gate Award at the SFIFF 2001. CHINA BLUE screened at the SF Asian-American Film Festival and the Mill Valley Film Festival and had a theatrical run locally at the Roxie and Rafael cinemas. Formerly Micha Peled was the director of the SF-based organization Media Alliance.

